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LAST YEAR profits in the
transport and trading in-
dustry totalled £437
million. Top bosses in that
industry — like in others
— were personally raking
in £100,000 or £200,000 a
year.

Yet those bosses say
that their drivers — who
earn £53 for a basic 40
hour week — are ruining
the country by being too
greedy and too powerful.

The top 10% which
owns 60% of all the
wealth, and practically all
the shares in industry,
accuses these workers of
aggressive - money-
grabbing.

The wealthy minority

which controls all the top

jobs in industry, in the
banks, in the state bur-
eaucracy and in the armed
forces, cries out that the
lorry drivers are tyrants!
Jim Callaghan said
that -the drivers’ claimed
increase totalled £19 a
week — which is as much
as the whole of an old

age pension.
£19 is also about as

he Shah
soes. No

to end hi
system

much as the bosses rout-
inely spend on a ‘business
lunch’. And who fixes
pensions so low? WHO has
just given nationalised
industry bosses an in-
crease of £120 a week?
‘Secondary picketing’
— the picketing by the
drivers of the factories,
docks or warehouses
where they normally de-
liver or collect — is the
action which has touched
a nerve of naked class
fury among the Tories

and the bosses.

Secondary picketing is
essential for the drivers to
have an effective strike.
Unless they picket the
factories and docks, they
have no protection against
scabs coming in to do
their jobs.

Secondary pickets —
and mobile pickets in
general — are also a
fundamental weapon of
working-class unity in the
face of the bosses. They
spread the  struggle,
drawing in other sections
of the labour movement,
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and hitting at the bosses’
irterests on as wide a
scale as possible.

The bosses have their
‘secondary pickets’ in
blue and khaki: the police
and the army, whom they
call in to batter pickets
or break strikes when they
need to. And now, taking
up an incident at Cad-
burys in Birmingham, the
media are openly encour-
aging workers deceived
by their crisis-shouting
to use violence against
pickets.

The law of capitalism is
the law of the jungle;

and the bosses hunt in

packs. That’s why we
need solidarity.

While the Tories rage,
Jim Callaghan has tried
to create an impression of
being
man whom the bosses
can trust to keep the work-
ers under control. It’s
just ‘‘a spasm the workers
are having’’, he told
Parliament.

He has offered some

miserable sops to try to
damp down the struggle:

increase for
council workers from'

the elder states-

10p

a rise in the ‘permitted’

lew-paid

£1.80 to £3.50; a promise
of tighter price controls
[but when have price con-
trols ever been anything
but a sham]; and a pro-
mise of ‘comparability’
with the private sector
for public-sector workers
[which could mean any-
thing or nothing]. Then he
lined up with the Tories,
saying that he would
declare a state of emerg-
ency unless the trade
union leaders managed
to control secondary pick-
eting.

The bosses are scream-
ing so loud because they
see workers beginning to
score victories. Support
the drivers. Defend the
pickets, against scabs,
against the police, and
against the army. Black
strike-breakers — includ-
ing strike-breakers in
uniform. Make sure the
bosses pay the cost of
strike disruption, by de-
manding 100% lay-off

pay.

LAST WEEK the American
magazine Newsweek re-
ported: ‘‘Khomeiny sent
emissaries to Iran’s idle oil
fields to urge workers to lift
production enough to meet
domestic needs.

““The workers demanded
— and got — more than Kho-
meiny had asked for: promis-
es from the authorities that
arrested strikers would be
freed and that the workers
would control distribution.
Diplomats in Tehran agreed
that the strike had been tak-
en over by young leftists who
might no longer take orders
from their elders’’.

The future of the Iranian
revolution depends on how
true this report is.

The courage of the Iran-
1an people, defying army
massacres again and again,
has beaten the Shah. Now,
with the Shah gone, the revo-
lution comes face to face with
itself.

The ayatollah Khomeiny
is reported to be returning to
Iran. He and the other Musl-
im leaders can no longer
leave their call for an Islam-
ic Republic as vague talk,
overshadowed by the immed-
iate slogan, ‘Down with the
Shah’.

Khomeiny has announced
that he has established an
Islamic Revolutionary Coun-
cil — made up mostly of
people close to the bourgeois

National Front. He wants

this Islamic Revolutionary
Council to become the pro-
visional government and call
elections for a constituent
assembly. _

As to the social policies of
this ‘Islamic government’,
nothing clear is said. The
presence within it of the Nat-
ional Front.guarantees that
nothing will be done against
profits and private property.
And the Muslim leaders say
they want cooperation with
the army chiefs — those
same army chiefs who have
shot, killed and terrorised
Iranians on behalf of the
Shah for the last 25 years.

Back in the early 1960s
Khomeiny opposed votes for

women and denounced land

The Grunwick pickets faced
police batons; pickets from
the 1972 builders’ strike
faced the Shrewsbury trials;
drivers’ pickets face press
witch-hunting. Why? Be-
cause pickets are the life-
blood of an effective strike.

violating ‘the
sanctity of private property’.
He talks differently now. But
for the workers the ‘Islamic

reform as

Republic’ can only offer
phrases.

If the revolution goes no
further than whatever com-
promise reforms are worked
out in the five-cornered joust
which will now ensue be-
tween the Muslim leaders,
the anti-Shah bourgeoisie,
the army chiefs, the USA,

and the Shah’s nominee

Bakhtiar — then the heroism
and martyrdom of thousands
will have
wasted.
The oil wealth of Iran

needs to be taken under
control.

been largely

workers’ Social

planning for the people’s
needs must govern the dis-
tribution of the oil revenues.
The major industries must
be nationalised so that Iran
no longer suffers profiteer-
ing and exploitation along-
side poverty. The Shah’s
army and police forces must
be dissolved and replaced by
workers’ militias.

Only a working class con-
scious of its own independent
interests, and free from illus-
lons in the bourgeois oppos-
ition leaders and their relig-
ious allies, can carry through
those measures.

SEE PAGE 6:
‘IRAN, THE RICHES
AND THE REVOLT’
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‘opinions’

THE WALL posters have not
yet been curbed in Peking, and
thelr contents circulate freely
in China’s national; press and
in the pro-Pekmg press in
Hong Kong
We,stern Journah'sts have
commented in surprise on
how easily they have been able
to visit the main areas where
gle are coming to write and
read the posters, and the num-
erous candid conversations
they have had with the poster-
readers. Underground journ-

als are rumoured to be cir-

culating

It is temptmg to conclude
that a spontaneous current of
protest has broken out, with
too much
crushed by the regime at pres-
ent. Another interpretation
suggests that the regime is
making a genuine attempt to

- democratise its rule and undo

previous bureaucratic in-
justices.

A closer look shows that the
picture is rather more comphc-
ated. -

Mouthpiece

Several journals have ap-
peareddn Hong Kong over the
past year, which according to
the Far Eastern Economic
Review are probably written

by journalists from the pro-

Peking newspapers in Hong
Kong One of these, Cheng

- Ming, a monthly magazine,

has carried for many months

“articles in sup port of Vice-

4 Premier Deng licies, and
- with such detarl information
§ that / one can reasonably

{1 suppose that it is an unofﬁclal

mouthpiece -of the Deng

~ grouping.

The  major themes of the
wall-posters have all been
raised. in .this magazine be-

!

" Cultural Revolution.

pularity to be

fore they appeared on the
walls.

In November 1978, for ex-
ample, before wall posters
appeared in China, Cheng
Ming carried articles in sup-
port of rehabilitating Liu Shao-
chi, the chief victim of Mao’s
Other
articles voiced the importance
of democratic rights.

Yet another article suggest-
ed that ‘Mao’s thoughts’

should not be accepted word
for word but jud ed “in the

light of practlce” It then

openly attacked Mao’s role in

suppressing the Tien An-men
demonstration and the second

- Increases in

IN TERNATIONAL NOTES

§ Britain's own China Connection |

FOR THE USA, hnks with
China meant a downgradmg of
Taiwan, the offshore island
which the US had recognised

as ‘the real China’ since 1949.
But Britain’s Chinese _colony,

Hong Kong, is set for i mcreas-
ed trade.

Hong = Kong’s original
function as an  entrepot Now
unportance '
mainly because China’s own
ports are not likely to be able
to cope with the exploslon in
trade with the West. So far,

China’s finger in the Hong

Kong pie has been earning
about a third of Peking's
foreign exchange. China
suplies food to the colony
and owns numerous shops,
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purge of ‘Deng as totally
wrong.

Additional evidence that the
wallposters are not as spon-

as they seem is the
faét; that the appearance of

- wall -posters in the last two

weeks of November coincided
with the convemng of top-
level discussions, ' includin
the 3rd. Plenum of the 11t
Central Committee. They sub-
sided as soon as Deng announ-
ced that there will be no

B changes at the top, and that -

stablhty and unity’’ must
prevail.

~ Earlier, the ferocity of the
osters’ attack on anti-Deng
olitburo members like Mao’s
one-time bodyguard Wang
Tung-hsing had led Western
observers to speculate on
purges.

Apart from the fact that wall
poster themes like rehabilitat-
ion, democratic rights, and
criticism of Mao’s late policies,
have all been preceded by
articles in magazines like
Cheng Ming, the absence of
wall posters (or, rather, of
reports of wall posters) in
other parts of China supports
the view that the campaign did
not start ‘spontaneously’, even
though it has since generated
some unexpected liveliness.,

The liveliness shows up

most in the unusually plain--

spoken character of the post-

‘Democracy wall’. But the democracy is mtended above all as a

show for Western journahsts

-

- while Britain gains
~banking of the colony’s huge

, textlle

factories and banks there.
Many .Hong Kong workers

| rermt funds to relatives in the
‘mainland. -

Hong Kong has also beer,
especially in the past decade
the financial centre and spec-
ulators’ paradise of the Far
East. Its low taxation and
minimal company legislation
makes it a unique haven for

international capitalism,
om the

budget surplus with the Bank
of England, and through
various privileges for British
firms.

Hong Kong used to be the
‘sweatshop of the
world’, but this too has
changed as the textile industry
(once accounting for half the

- colony’s exports) has contin-

ued to stagnate. Squeezed by
EEC and USA import restrict-
ions and undercut by cheaper
goods from Taiwan and South
Korea (which have even more
exploitative conditions) Hong
Kong is followmg the example
of Japan by pr ﬁm ucing goods of
greater technical complexity,
especially in electronics.

he face of Hong Kong has
changed too. The government
has encouraged and led an

a system,

‘Without

expansion of the construction
industry, in order to avert

ers. Previous camwngns were

usually obscure and metaphor-

ically worded, like the camp-

aign to criticise Confucius and
Lin Piao. l

The resent one 18 more

forthrig “It is said that
Chau'man Mao lead the Chin-
ese revolution to victory. But
did Chairman Mao create
history, or the people?’’ ...
Premier Chou's
selfless struggle, China would

‘not be what it is today’’ ...

““Chou En-lai is China’s great-
est Marxist’' ... ‘“‘Comrade
Deng says that without Chair-

man Mao there would have
been no new China. Without .
the Chinese Communist
Party there would have been
no new China’’ ... ‘“Did Liu
Shao-chi really want to lead
China into darkness, or did he
just have dmagreements with
the Chairman? Why are people

 purged simply for having diff-

erent opinions?’’ ..

Deng has been able to pres-
ent himself as the chief victim
of the bad days of the Cultural
Revolution, and therefore the
great hope for the future. By

c1d1ng against purges of

Deng’s opponents, and by not
clamping down on the wall
posters at present, the regime
i1s maintaining an image of

‘stability and unity’ and open

government, while bri
more anti-Cultural Revolution
leaders into top positions.

Reality

The regime has taken care
so far to remove only the most
polemical posters, and pres-
ents itself as tolerant arid dem-
ocratic. Decisions made by the
3rd Plenum include the re-
habilitation of Marshall Peng

Teh-hua (purged for criticising

Mao in 1959); the exoneration
of those arrested at the 1976
Tien An-men riots; and the
election of several pro-Deng
members of the Politburo,
including the widow of Chou
En-lai.

Socialists should not be mrs- |

led by these attempts to win
Western sympathy for China.
The bourgeois press reports
the present events in China in
such a way as to help smooth
the way for extensive trade
with hina and alliances
against the USSR. To think
that the repressive apparatus
and bureaucratic control of the
Chinese regime has weakened
or liberalised would be a mis-
take.

Amnesty International’s rec-
ent report on political prison-
ers in China is a chiling re-

minder of the reality. And |
while the top bu’reauc‘rats and -

their agents and pawns are
released and .re-habilitated
when their faction is riding
high, to this day we have heard
not a word of the fate of over

- 200 Chinese Trotskyists who

were arrested in 1952 without
ever being tried.

stagnation resulting trom the
decline of manufacturm

exports. An underground rai
highways, land re-
clamation and New Town buil-

_dmg programmes have been

initiated.

The shanty town pulatlon'
(refug ees from Chma and out-
lymg “village commumtles)
have been re-housed in high-
rise block estates, usually
near factory zones. This has
cleared land for roads and
office blocks, and makes for
greater social control.

For instance, the govern-
ment increased rents in these
‘low-cost’ estates once the
squatters and villagers had
moved in and were at the gov-
ernment’s mercy. The latest
increase ranges from 25% to
30%.

For Hong Kong’s poor, the
outlook is not good. Inflation is
expected to be in double
figures. The trade unions are
Weak, and tightly controlled by
a pro-Peking bureaucracy
that believes a militant work-
ers’ movement can only harm
China’s share of the Hong
Kong spoils. Probably less
than 20% of workers are
unionised.

Many workers look to educ-
ation as their children’s only
chance of a better future. But

‘movement has

| First murder, now

the education system suffers .
from years of underspendi
corruption .and bureaucrat.lc
neglect.

here is compulsory educat-
ion up to the 3rd year of secon-
dary schooling'. A highly com-

petitive exam allows about a

quarter through to 5th and Gth
year public examinations. The
small minority who survive to
this stage then compete for -
the university places — about
one place for every ten stud-
ents with sufficient entry
qualifications. -
The system is not even

-adequate to provide the train-

ed workforce now needed by
the economy.

The Hong Kong workers'
remained
dormant since the great strike
waves in the 1920s, when it
was crushed along gside the
defeated revolution in China in
1927. The task of arousing the
students and reviving
political life of the workers '
movement falls on the tiny
forces of the Trotskyists, the
Reévolutionary Marxist League.
Yet despite their smallness,
the have been ‘credited with

trating’ every sizable

'struggle in the colony recently

— a distinction which prev-
iously belonged to the Maoists
in the 1950s and ’'60s.

strike-breaking

Last week the British Army in
Northern Ireland showed that
it has another use apart from
imperialist repression: stnke-
breaking.

Roy Mason declared a State
of Emergency on Thursday
11th, and troops began deliv-
ering oil in an attempt to break
the tanker drivers’ strike,
which had continued longer in

~ Northern Ireland. than in Brit-

-ain. Each tanker had an armed
escort.

The strikers declded to go
back on
struggle had been undermmed
not so much by the troops as
‘by the return to work in Brit-
ain. But some Protestant work-
ers may have got a clearer

idea of the nature of the:

British Army.
kAKX

Increasing opposition to the
Army 1;1-118nd1cated by the fact
that the "Peace Peo le"* — a
movement much welcomed by
the British Government when
it was set up, not least because
of its approval of the British
Army — has felt moved to
condemn the Army. The
"Peace” movement has den-

ounced the use of the clandest-
ine Special Air Services
squads.

The SAS are ‘s ialists’:
‘“‘Specialists in what?"’ the
"Peace People” asks. ‘“‘In
shooting unarmed, innocent
16-year old ln_ds? Unarmed
suspects? The short word for
such specialism is murder’’.

Official manuals in fact inc-
lude ‘assassinations’ asone of
the SAS’s special tasks. And
many people in Northern Ire-
land think that is what the SAS
is being used for there.

Take the case of Jack
McCarten. In 1977 he was shot
while leaving a social club in
Andersonstown, Belfast. His
family claimed that it was an

Osgur Breatnach

Saturday. - Their . through chemists’ shops

 jured himse

- neither saw nor

army assassination. The in-
quest was delayed until last
month and then came up with .

‘‘open verdi ' -

:k**

" Dublin government is
meanwhile doing its best to
keep alive Proteshnt workers’
fears about Irish unity.

Giving in to the most react-
ionary clerical pressures, the
Fianna Fail government’s new
Family Planmn ‘Bill will make
contraceptives avmlable only
—on
prescription, and only for

- “bona fide family planning
purposes’’ [1.e.- for married

peoplel].
And this is a reform! At

present the sale of contracept-
ives is illegal in southern
Ireland, but several family
planning clinics supply contra-

ceptives and get round the law

by asking for ‘donations’.

* % *

Another blow for the Right has
been struck by the southem
state with the Jarlmg of Osgur
Breatnach and others in the
‘Great Train Robbery’ case.
Breatnach is a leading member
of the Irish Republican Social-
ist Party.

Ireland s ‘Great Train Rob-
bery’ took place on the. Cork-
Dublin line in March 1976.
Breatnach was arrested four
separate times -— twice il-
legally — within the next nine
days. (The ‘Offences Against

‘the State’ Act, under which he

was first arrested, requires the
police to release detained
risoners within 48 hours and
orbids re-arrest).

After his second arrest
Breatnach was' — he says —
severely beaten and forced to
sign a confession. This con-
fession was practically the only
evidence against him.

The police claim Breat-

‘nach’s injuries were self-
“inflicted. But a Portlaoise

prison doctor gave evidence
that they could not have been
self-inflicted; and police-
men who were guarding
Breatnach’s cell during the
time he is sup to have in-
testified that
ly but
ard any-

they looked in re

thing unusual.

After those four arrests
Breatnach was released on bail
while the prosecution case was
prepared. Six menths later the
prosecution case was still not
ready, and Breatnach had to

be charged Then he was |

arrested
The trial — in the no-_]ury'-
Special Crnmnal Court — fin-

y opened ‘in January 1978, |
and Breatnach was convicted 1
last month | '




A milestone in bourgeois justice ||

after being| B | for Michael Ferreira |
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- Moh amnied Ahmad works | at

Fords, Dagenham. He lives
in Manor Park Newham, an

" area where black families are

fairly isolated. He is married
with a small child. He and his
family have regularly been
abused by racists, bricks

have been thrown through.

the windows of his home and
in other ways they have been
continually pestered by local
white kids. But in the light of
recent  experience, Mr.
Ahmad is ‘lucky’ — lucky to
be alive, and lucky not to be
in jail. |
Many times Mr. Ahmad
and his wife Riaz complained
to the police about the kids
smashing
Always they were told that
nothing could be done unless
they caught their attackers

red-handed and brought
them to the police.
On the morning of Cctober

22nd last year, following yet
another bout of window
smashing, Mr. Ahmad did
just that. He rushed out of
the house, wearing only his

pyjamas, caught one of the
culprits and brought him

back to the house and asked

BOXING’S new ‘great white
hope’ is Kaille Knoetze, ‘who
last Saturday ‘mped Bill
Sharkey in the fo round of
a non-title heavyweight con-
test at Miami Beach.

Knoetze is a national hero
for white South Africa. But in
other ways he hardly fits the
old image of a clean-living
. gentleman, conservative-
minded but civilised, who
demonstrates the whites’
superiority over the brawny
but stupid black race.

Knoetze is a cop and a
criminal. |

During riots in South
Africa in October 1977, he
cornered a black high school
student, Stanley Ndlovu, and
shot him twice. Ndlovu lost
his left leg because of the
resulting injuries. |

In an attempt to justify

found Ndlovu not guilty,
criticised Knoetze as ‘a bad
witness’, and refused his
request for the hearing to take
place in secret.

Later Knoetze tried out his
brutality on two white school
students, trying to ‘dissuade’
them from giving evidence
against arother policeman. As
a result he was convicted of
obstruction of justice.

When the Knoetze-Sharkey
fight was announced, a camp-
_aign started to keep
out of the USA. Knoetze's
visa was withdrawn by the
State Department and then

restored by order of Judge

Norman Roettger.

The Miami Beach boxing
commission remained stead-
fastly in favour of the fight,
saying that they refused ‘‘to be

swayed by political pressure’’.

their windows.

Knoetze

his wife to call the police.
But before she could do
that, the Dboy’s parents
arrived with a large dog and
brandishing a knife. They
smashed another window
and brokc down the front
door, and, he says, threaten-
ed to burn down the house.
The man . also threatened
Riaz Ahmad with the knife.

Mr. Ahmad let the boy g0,

but when the police arrived

they took no interest in the
threats and damage caused
by the racists and instead
took a statement from the
whites accusing Mr. Ahmad

 of assaulting their son. Two

days later Mr. Ahmad was

| charged.

Six days later, the Ahmads
were celebrating their son’s
first birthday. At 6 o’clock
the doorbell rang. As Mr.
Ahmad opened the door
he was hit in the eye, dragg-
ed outside and beaten on the
head with an iron bar.

The attackers then fled in

a van. Friends of the Ahmads

“took the van’s ngmber and
also identified one of the

assailants.

White Savage Knoetze

(It was a different story for
Muhammed Ali, disqualified
from boxing for refusing to
fight in Vietnam.]

Even if some boxing fans
look for genuine skill, the mass
audience which brings in the
money looks for b ood and
brutality. And that’s what
Knoetze could provide, on top
of a special draw -for the
racists. '

The fact is that generally
you have to be very hard up
before you consider getting
thumped as a way to earn your
living. Since there are more

their talents than there are

poor whites, the skilled and

intelligent boxers are mostly

black.
Some of them, like Ali, are
black and militant. After Ali,

the call for a ‘great white

hope’ is more urgent. than
ever among the racists. And
Knoetze makes a fine repres-
entative for la';gditch racism.

M CASHMAN

Mohammed Ahmad: ‘lucky to be alive’

Mr. Ahmad was in hospital
for 2v2 weeks. He may need
a brain operation, as he still

suffers from headaches. The

hospital said he was lucky to
be alive.

Despite persistent remind-
ers, the police have been ‘un-
able’ to track down the
assailants. In fear of their
lives, the Ahmads have had.
t, leave their house. They
are now effectively home-

less. - |
" On 8th January Moham-

med Ahmad came up for
trial, fearing that on top of
everything else he would be
convicted of assault and
probably (like the Virk

brothers sent down for self-

defence against racists)

jailed.

Fortunately, black people
in Newham had recently
formed a Defence Committee
to fight police and fascist
attacks, and they were in
court to give him support.
The magistrate found that
there was ‘reasonable doubt’

of Mr. Ahmad’s guilt, and he
~ was discharged. |

His attackers, of course,
remain at large.

FIVE anti-fascists were clear-

ed last week

in Tottenham
Magistrates Courts on charges
of obstruction and.of contra-
vening the Public Order Act

in July last year. |

They had been part of a
hastily assembled group that
turned out in opposition to
about 30 to 40 fascists in
Tottenham High Road.

Soon after moving the anti-
fascist picket to the other side
of the road from the chanting
racists, the 1
and arrested the five.

Magistrates courts are not-

~ oriously biased towards the

police (they used to be called
Police Courts) and it is always
an uphill battle to win an
acquittal. This time, the mag-
itrates were faced with an
overwhelming weight of evid-
ence from passers by, as well
as the sort of respectable wit-
nesses .whose evidence they
are more inclined to believe —
including an ex-JP and local
MP Norman Atkinson.

Even then the victory was

not total. The police got their |

consolation prize when costs
were awarded against the

defendants on the obscure

legal logic that while they were
innocent the police were not
themselves ‘guilty’ but had
acted correctly in arresting
the five.

" One of the defendants at
Jeast will be challenging that

idea when she brings her own

| action for assault against the

policeman who arrested her.

lice waded In

has been declared a day of
mourning by organisations
representing  the black

people of Hackney in East

London. Michael Ferreira, a
19-year-old West Indian, will

" be remembered in a process- |
ion and motorcade which are

expected to attract hundreds
of local residents.

Michael was stabbed to
death in the early hours of
Sunday morning, 10th Dec-
ember. |

Together with five friends -

he was returning home from
a party when  three white
youths  began shouting
racist abuse. Michael’s

friends shied away from a

confrontation, but Michael
stood his ground. Then Mark
Sullivan — according to his

own confession — drew a
knife and stabbed' Michael

National Front

Sullivan has been identif-

ied as a regular seller of
News in
Chapel Market, Islington.

- Michael’s friends carried
him into Stoke Newington
police station. The police
were in no hurry to bring him
medical attention. For more
than three quarter§ of an
hour they held him in the
station, questioning him

about what he was doing on
the street late at night.

Eventually Michael was

taken the 200 yards from the

police station to St. Leon-
ard’s Hospital — but it was
too late. He died In hospital

of a ruptured liver.

This was the fourth known

racist killing in the East End

in eight months — and it has
created great anger ‘and
bitterness among the black

Fascists'victim .l

THE FIGHT against the

extradition of Astrid Proll
must continue, writes

BRUCE ROBINSON.

ASTRID PROLL has been

kept in the top-security wing
of Brixton prison since her
arrest last September. She
had to wait for over three

months while the West Ger-
man government looked for
some evidence to offer to the

~ posters - or |
carried, nor should papers or
" literature be sold.

21st - December attracted
more than 200 people, white
and black.

The  majority
among the blacks was that
they needed to build an org-
anisation of their own. An-

other meeting on 27th Dec-

ember decided to form the
Hackney  Black People’s
Defence Organisation.
As they have put it, ‘Black
people must be in the fore-
front of their own defence’.
They believe that effective
joint activity by blacks and
white anti-racists can -only
come about after blacks have
first developed their own

" independent organisation.

The Defence Organisat-
ion aims to mobilise not only

against the National Front

but also against the racist
police and judicial system.

" Next Saturday’s events will

therefore not be simply an
expression of grief and anger
at Michael’s death, but a

sign of the community’s. |

determination to fight back.

- Supporters are asked to
assemble outside ‘Michael’s.

home at 125 Rushmore
Road, ES, at 9.30am, to pro-
.ceed on foot to Stoke New-

ington Police Station. If you |

have a car, leave 1t near the
police station, so that you can

" then follow the cortege from
Stoke Newington to the cem-

etery in Leyton by car. |
" The, organisers ask that no
banners be

Both events are supported
by the Hackney and Tower
Hamlets Defence Commit-
tee, the West Indian Stand-
ing Conference, Hackney
and Tower Hamlets Trades
Councils and local West

Indian, Asian and Bangla-

deshi groups as well as the

Black People’s Defence

Organisation. -
‘JAMES RYAN

will rule this Wednesday -
(17th) on whether there is a
case to answer. If he says

feeling

British courts in order to get
her extradited as a former
member of the Red Army

Fraction

group’).
The case has at last come

| (‘Baader-Meinhot

‘to court, and the magistrate

Sewl

......
,,,,,,,,,

i TN

in  the

there is, then the next legal
fight will be over Astrid
Proll’s claim to British
nationality.

The main evidence the
West German government
produced came from the test-
imony of Karl-Heinz
Ruhland, a former ‘member
of the RAF who cooperated

with the police and gave pro-
gecution evidence in other

cases after his arrest.
Ruhland claims that Proll
took part in a bank robbery
with him in 1970. This charge

“was part of the prosecution
case against Proll when she

went on trial in West Ger-
many in 1974, before escap-
ing to England. |
Whatever the court rules,
we must continue to camp-
aign against the extradition
of Astrid. Proll to West

Germany. There she will face

a rigged trial (with the con-
trol of the defence cas¢€ taken
out of her hands) and years
‘isolation  cells’
where she was driven beyond
endurancein 1974. -

1f Astrid Proll is handed
over the to German govern-

ment it will be the equivalent

of a death sentence.
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- THE GOVERNMENT has

of the Ford

- government

"of 33

made repeated commit-
ments to the low-paid.
Trade union supporters
of incomes policies invoke
the plight of the low-paid

in order to shame the
champ lo’ns ol:' free collect-

ive b . Even the
Tories point their fingers
hypocritically at the low-
paid, blaming the
‘greedy’  higher-paid
workers. - |

Yet the facts speak
for themselves. Low paid
workers have not benefit-
ed from incomes policies.
They have suﬂ"ered Be-
tween 1975 and 1978,

‘the average earnings of
- male

local authority
manual workers fell from
85.3% to 82.6% of the

average for_ all manual

workers.

The industrial muscle
workers,
who smashed any hope of
the Government imposing

- another ronnd of wage

ontrol after the attern
of the previous three
has been of more help
to the low-paid than any
incomes
policy.

Ron Keating, Assistant
General Secretary of the
National Union of Public
Employees, put the
union’s view clearly in a
recent article: ‘“‘In 17 out
post-war _years,
there has been some form
of incomes policy
Britain — sometimes

- lmposed by the Govern-
‘ment, sometimes agreed

by the TUC.

| “Yet NUPE members
in the public services are
today on a basic mini.

mum wage of £42.40,

compared with the sub-

sistence level of £50 for a
* famlily with two children...

‘““Among local authority

EDITORIAL

manual full-time workers,
37% of men and 88% of
women earn less than £60

a week. Incomes policies
Just have not delivered the

goods as far as NUPE

members are concerned”’.

The present claim
for a £60 minimum Grade
A rate would, if met in
full, do nothing but re-
store the pay position of
1974 — the last agree-
ment reached before the
government’s series of
incomes policies.

If NUPE members were
to rely on the Govemn-
ment’s generosity ...
and took_ a big -hearted
3%, all they would get,

‘on average, would be an

extra £1. 84 for a 40 hour
week.

Of course, many groups
of low-paid workers do not
have the strength of motor

workers or tanker drivers.

But among local authority
manual workers there are
several groups — in parti-
cular sewage and water
workers — who do have
real industrial strength.
The importance of the

present struggle is that
all these groups are in
struggle together, the
strong with the weak.

The wunions that are
supposed to be leading
the action are dragging
their feet. NUPE, the un-
ion that has spearheaded
the whole anti low pay
campaign, has opted for a

tactic of selective strikes

after the January 22nd
day of action... a tactic
which has produced
defeat in the past. The
other unions, like the

GMWU and the TGWU,
have played a really mis-
erably role so far and

g# .

don’t look like improving.

Much of NUPE’s agit-

~ ation, however, has been

taken up trying to con-
vince its members of

its version of the TU(QC’s

alternative economic
strategy. The pay and
hours claim is weakened
by being tied to a utopian,
nationalist exercise in
economic day-dreaming.

For January 22nd, it
has been left up to NUPE
divisions as to whether
they strike, but clearly
most will strike as well as
send delegates to London.

The perspective after
January 22nd is less clear.
In different areas, differ-

ent groups of workers will

be on all-out strike.
Others will be working to
rule. It is essential that
committees are created to

coordinate this action —

bodies that include all

unions and sections strik-
ing — and spread it.

There is growing impat-

fence with poverty-level
{ ~ pay packets, and every

likelihood that the fight
will spread.
With the government

Fail now talking about a new

package, including
gestures of help for the
low paid, there is reason
to fear the strike will be
called off before it has
achieved its aims. The
union leaders are likely
to seize on the prospect
of some measure of com-
parability with workers in
the private sector to slam
on the brakes. This must

be resisted. |
Other public sector
workers, teachers, local

government officers and
others, should not only
respect the strikers
picket lines, but help
man them. |

When better paid work-
ers strike, the excuse of
those not supporting them
is that they are harming
the low-paid. Now that it
is the low-paid who are
striking, the excuse will
be that they are harming
the public. While the
friends of the bosses
use this hypocritically, it
is Iimportant that the
strike is organised to

hit the ruling class first
and foremost.
The general public

are bound to be affected,
but it will be possible,
if there are
organised committees
coordinating the industr-
ial action, to direct it so
that the real enemy bears
the brunt of the attack.

NUPE leader Alan Fish-
‘er is talking militant, but

strongly

B THE LATEST Inland Rev-

his tactic of scattered
selective strikes has only
produced defeat in the
past.

THE STATE - THE

enue statistics tell a
simple tale: the richest
1% of the population in-
creased their share of
wealth from 2212% to
25% between 1974 and
1976. The share of the
poorer half of the popu-

lation actually fell from
7toSY2%.

So much for Labour’s
promise to.
- bring about a fundament-

manifesto

al and irreversible shift
in the balance of wealth

and power in the interest.
of working people and
| their families!

1979 shows no sign of
reversing this trend in

favour of the rich. In fact

the year opened with a
sharp slap in the face for
low-paid workers. Sev-
eral heads of nationalis-
ed industries saw their
pay shoot up by over
£6,000 a year... backdated
a whole year! That s just
the first stage of a pay
rise of over £27 000 by
1980.

Despite repeated VOWS
by government ministers
that the low-paid are a
priority, the record shows

Getting at the
management,

not the patients

Edinburgh

MANAGEMENT IN 'the major-

ity of Edinburgh’s hospitals

can expect a rude shock if
‘they have any ho s left that

" industrial unrest

pay claim will conslst of a few
token stoppages to back up the
negotiating efforts of the
NUPEK national leadership.
Edinburgh South Hospi-
tals branch of NUPE, the lar
est hospital workers’ branch
has alread held a 500- strong
special meetm g, which unan-
1mously threw out the Govern-

ment’s pay offer, and voted to
“empower the shop . stewards’
' committee to
action for the £60 claim and

call industrial
the 35 hour week.

This action will consist of
strict work-to-rules, selective
strike action in key sectors,
and general overtime bans.
Because of the atrocious staff-
ing levels, these actions are
likely to bite from the start.

There have also been work-

lace meetings in all of the

outh Edlnburcgh hospitals,
and a Low Pay Campaign bull-
etin is produced regularly by a
committee elected ﬁ'om the
branch.

‘Selective industrial actlon 1s
due to start immediately
a lead-up to the all-out stnke
of ancillary and manual work-
ers called by NUPE and other
public sector unions on Jan-
uary 22nd. While supportmg
the natlonal demonstration in
London, we have also called a
demonstration and
Edinburgh on
We can expect support from
other health service unions,
the Trades Council, and the

shop stewards’ committee
from a local engineering
factory. -

Another 'encouragmg dev-

allv i
r andf

) ! .
elopment from our branch has
been the setting up of a joint
shop stewards’ commttee
for ell the health sector unions.
The joint committee is al-
ready supported by the Edin-
burgh
health branches and stewards
from NALGO. The involve-
ment of CoHSE stewards is
specially significant, with
some hospitals carved up be-
tween the two unions and a
his:ltory of inter-union disputes
an
between CoHSE and NUPE.

‘The formation of the com-
mittee was strongly __ but
ineffectively __ opposed by the
union full-timers, who are
Communist Party members.

Management has already
tested our strength by att-
empting to break agreements
with the porters in the City
Hospital and shifting them to
other work without providing
cover. An overtime ban and
a four-hour strike strike saw
the end of this ploy.

Shop stewards in other
‘hospitals have made sure that
management gives full pay to
workers who have lost time
because of the snow and diffi-
culty getting to work.

A well-based, democratic-

ally organised ‘Hospntal Work-

er’ group has played an impor-
tant role in many of these
developments.

~ JOHN MACDONALD
- [NUPE, Edinburgh South
Hospitals].

Leicester

1Lk
offer has angered ancillary
staff in Leicester hos 1tals
and the general feelmg is
that some form of action must
now be taken. Despite this,

there has been a total failure

HSE and ASTMS

member-snatching

(.-t,)vhl{NMENT’s 5% -

for the day of action on the

22nd. CoHSE stewards are

taking the line that if you want

to go to London to demonstr-

:lte, then go. Otherwise,
on’t.

NUPE has held sectional

meetings to discuss action
and has succeeded in answer-
ing some of the demands put
on it.

-~ But the main work of organ-
ising has fallen to the newly
formed ‘Rank and File Hospit-
al Worker’ group. We prodnc-
ed a leaflet a week before
NUPE and it has been circul-
ated throughout City General
Hospital and the Royal Infirm-

ary. CoHSE has not produced

anything yet.

Despite confusion as to
whether the strike is official
[because of rumours stemming
from CoHSE stewards], the

- response has been encour-

aging, with workers at City
General hospital calling for a
picket of the hospital on the

da{v
e are organising the action
so as to avoid causing any

‘harm to the patients, while -

causing maximum disruption
'for the NHS management.

CHARLIE SORELL

'[NUPE shop steward, Leicegt-
er Royal Inﬁrmary]

HUNDREDS OF. schools in
Manchester, Bury and Bolton
will be shut on the Day of
Action, 22nd January. Pickets
will be out outside Manchester
Royal Infirmary, and the air-

ort and university will also

e hit.
Water workers in the city

are stepping up their action

and have issued a call for other
areas to support them and

come out on strike.

that little has been done

by CoHSE o provide any lead

to improve t
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tors down
‘annot poss-
hat employ-
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wber 1976

-strongly

wages inspectors ‘blitz-
ed’ Cheltenham in order
to find out whether people
were being paid less than
the level agreed by the
wages. councils. Most of
the places visited were
retail outlets, hairdress-

ers, and catering establ-

ishments. They found that
36% of employers visited

were paying below the
odds. |

The Daily Telegraph
attacked the wages in-
spectors as ‘busy-bodies’
and complained: ‘“‘It is
not as though many firms
are now making vast prof-

-ANOTHER GROUP of low-

paid workers — the bakers
— was defeated in its strike
last year.

But now, after the strike,
militant bakers are organis-

ing .. and trying to

make sure of victory next
time. For the bakers, as
for . council workers, the
active involvement of wom-

en workers is vital, as
GLYNIS GABRIEL, a

* Bakers’ Union shop stew-

ard in Cardiff, told Workers
Action. |
- The fuli-time women
workers in this branch
of the union feel very
about  being

ANEST EMPLOYER

its at the expense of an
exploited work force...
On the contrary, under-
paid employers ‘are a
problem that the mini-
ster might fruitfully
turn his attention to’’.

The next ‘blitz’, in the
middle of 1977, showed
that the situation had
hardly changed. A quart-
er of all employers visit-

“ed in Cardiff, Wolver-

hampton, Skegness, Bury
St Edmunds, Swansea
and Blackburn were pay-
ing below the legal mini-
mum set by the wages
councils. In Southport

members. Without the
union things would be
worse. |

‘*’ Already since the strike
our shift hours have chang-
ed and this means more
inconvenience, especially
for married women with
children. The majority of
the women annoy me be-
cause they won’t fight and
we can be much stronger
than the men.
shouldn’t be working for
pin-money, the jobs should
be made fuil-time to enable
more people to earn a
living. |

‘’If we are to build a
strong union, more women

‘need to organise |
factory. We should be able

Women

{

 38% were paying‘- below
.~the rate. |

These ' sweat-shop

barons were breaking the

law. Thousands of them
were robbing workers of
their legal entitlement,

- yet only seven cases came

to court. Small fines were
imposed on five..." and

-~ two just got told off!

The government em-

ploys more of the union-

ised poor than anyone

, else. Remember last year
“when they got tough with

the industrial civil serv-
ants, 23,000 of whome
receive a basic rate of

- £32.50. In the end they

offered them a princely
£36 basic.

Contrast this with the
forces of law and order.
Field Marshals, frothing
at industrial disorder in
civvy street, are on an
ample £28,000; major
generals maddened by
militancy are soothed by a
cool £16,000 a year;
judges ready to punish
the powerless don’t need
to picket when they’ve

got £15,250 a year; and

police sergeants laying
into the lobbyists outside
Parliament get a little
over £140 a week.

That shows the"' real

priorities of the govern-

ment. Now, when there
are 2.6 million women and
one million men getting
less than £55 a week (the
official poverty line),
the government = has

decided to raise the pay of
these top state employees

still further... and at the
same time to fight its
low paid employees. -

i

I, R

’ gty :
. . ",‘5:_!.... HE
u““‘ LAk .
{ st emabatisdians b
| llln.“-‘::. EEE 1:;‘:5-! L .

D
Ly

}

T
|

1lm“|‘l|l

S

in the

to organise and discuss
our own problems and then
take them to the branch
for support. .

There should be a wo-
men’s shop stewards’ com-
mittee organised locally.

In this area alone, women
workers in our union form

quite a big percentage.

At the moement we are
kept in the dark. Unless
you're nosey, you won't
get to know anything. |I'm
the only woman shop
steward in our factory.

It shows how out of it
women are,

" NUPE'’s

Workers’ Action ‘spoke to

JEREMY CORBYN, an
area officer in London for
the National Union of
Public Employees,

We asked him what
plans were after
the January 22nd one-day
strike. |
AFTER THE day of action
there will be guerifia strikes
and flying pickets to create
as much disruption as
possible. '

We will maintain emerg-

‘ency services, but create
- maximum disruption with

the minimum cost to the
union through action such
as work-to-rules. Essential
to this is tying the water
workers’ claim into the gen-
eral claim. ~

BB The press and TV
campaign has already start-
ed against your action,

- What effect do you think it

will have?

Where workers have b,ee.n
involved in the campaign,

they are fed up at being

blackmailed by the press
and the Government. They

about
- the low pay campaign.

Fed up with

give enough as it it. They

also feel that many Labour
councils which are ready
t0 increase social services
seem to forget about the
workers who maintain
those services. We will be
looking for support from

Labour Parties and Counc-

Ils to help end the scanda!

- of NUPE members getting

£40 a week.

B B How successful has
the Low Pay Campaign_

- been so far? )

The Low Pay Campaign has
been fairly effective in
terms of the pressure it
has created to get the
membership to understand
the claim. Its failure has
been in the lack of support
from other unions: It's a
similar situation to the cuts
campaign.

The
22nd has been excellent.
We have been arranging
special workplace meetings
to get support for the Day
of Action, and they have

had a tremendous response -

B B Has strike action been
made more difficult by the

response for the

prospect of taking on a
Labour Government? &

No. We are not in the busi-
ness of special pleadil';g.
We are against the 5%,
full stop. The only way the
Government is going to re-

gtore its credibility is by

ending the 5% and helping
low-paid workers.
Many NUPE members

are below the official pov-

erty line. The only way it
is possible to end low pay
is through a higher basic

wage. .
'?he strike is directly a

consequence of the last

few years of the Labour
Government accepting the
IMF’s conditions.
Government is attempting
to keep wages down. They
no longer have any support
from the Labour Party or
trade unions.

We are looking to the
rest of the movement for

full support. Our resolution

on low pay was passed at
both Labour Party and TUC
cogﬁerences. |

INTERVIEWER:
Michael O’S.ulliva‘n

Next low-pay action-hy

central government workers

by STEPHEN CORBISHLEY

CENTRAL Government wor-
kers are also low-paid. But
their pay fight is moving at

- a much slower pace, espec-

ially since the right wing re-
gained control of the main
white-collar civil service
union, the CPSA.

The CPSA leadership are g
currently seeking the mem-
‘bers’ rubber-stamp for their
~action plans. A national one-

day stoppage ‘‘hopefully in
conjunction with other: civil
service unions’’ is to be foll-
owed by selective strike act-
ion at some computer

- centres.

Very few members — less
than 1,000 out of the CPSA’s
200,000 — will be involved
in these selective strikes,
though it is possible that
overtime bans and other
token actions will also be
organised. |

The fight is for the full
implementation of Pay Re-
search Unit findings. PRU
is a system whereby civil
service workers’ pay 1s sup-
posed to be pegged to the
pay of comparable workers in

private industry. The left

~opposes this system on prin-
ciple because it makes civil

service workers parasitic on
other workers’ militancy.
and because it diverts class
struggle into haggling about
differentials and relative

‘wage'rates.

Official CPSA leaflets sug-
est that the claim based on
PRU could be a 15 to 20% in-

-crease. But the provisional
figures

presented to the
CPSA National Executive in

mid-December — and not
sent out to rank and file

members — show a differ-
ent picture. -

The figures in the table
give CPSA Research Depart-
ment estimates of median
(average) pay figures likely
to be arrived at by PRU. “‘It
could be assumed at this
stage’’, the document says,
‘“‘that the pessimistic result
is the ‘realistic’ one’’.

‘That = means increases
more like 10%, or less, for
most CPSA members.

The PRU system — in
contrast to a simple claim for

a straight wage increase —

gives the full-time officials

Grade Increment Present MEDIAN WAGE LEVEL
Level Rate Optimistic | Pessimistic »_
Clerical 16 years 29.68 per week 34.25 15.3% rise 34.23 15.3%
Assistant Min. - 44.13 - 51.31 16.3% 48.15 9.1%
Max. 50.15 61.31 22.3% - 55.28 - 10.2%
Clerical 16 years. 1698 per year 1920 13.1% rise 1920 13.1%
Officer Min. 2599 3206 23.4% 3021 16.2%
Max. 3280 3818 16.4% 3503 6.8%
Typist 16 years 29.42 per week 33.41 13.6% . 34.65 17.8%
Min. 41.39 48.00 16.0% 45.55 10.1%
Max. 50.15 11.4% 8.7%

FOLLOWING THE right-wing

branches

55.88

which apparently

Every member’s vote must count

ed this ruling, bringing the

victory in the re-run elections
for the CPSA National Execu-
tive Committee (NEC), a
Campaign for Union Democra-
cy has been organised by 80
activists ' in the civil service
workers’ union and is distribu-
ting 10,000 copies of a cam-
paign leaflet. .

The CPSA’s Executive was
sacked last October by union

president Len Lever. Threat-

ened with legal action by the

right wing, Lever ruled that

the vice-presidential election
had been irregular and the
NEC election would also have
to be re-run. |

In an unexpected turn-
around, the previous Left maj-
ority of 22-6 became a right-
'wing majority of 17-11.

Most left-wing candidates
lost votes, but usually not
many. The right-wing gains
were fromn new . les, from

had abstained in the confer-

ence ballot. .
The strong press campaign
and the open accusations of
ballot-rigging against the left
helped to rally passive support
for the right — despite the
fact that the irregularities
in the vice-presidential elect-
ion mostly concerned right-

wing branches. The recent

press campaign against the

Anti-Nazi League

support for the ANL.

The organisational key to
the right-wing’s success was
the full-time officials. Prev-
jously = full-time  offic-
ials were formally forbidden

by the Standing Orders of the

NEC from taking part in the
‘political’ activity of the un-
ion. The left-wing NEC scrapp-

‘ .

0 hegped |
the right, who campaigne -
, ainst the left-wglg. NE?Dg 8 .

great control over the claim
and the negotiations. But a
campaign inside the CPSA
for a Special Delegate con-
ference on pay failed to win
enough  branches. - So
attempts to campaign now
for an alternative claim (as
the Redder Tape group is
doing) mis-estimate the situ-
ation. o

CPSA militants must build

‘the official campaign, en-

sure that the one-day stopp-
age is a bigger success than
the bureaucrats really want,

‘and, through the union’s

Area Committees, organise
support for those branches

taking part in the selective
mass pickets and

strikes: n

sympathetic action. |
The Area Committees

should hold meetings to dis-

cuss the pay campaign and
the possibilities of unoffic-

ial action — and there should
be a national meeting of the
Area Committees as soon as
possible after the national

one-day stoppage. Only in

this way can a rank and file
challenge be mobilised to the
bureaucrats’ grip over the
pay campaign.

54.53
{

full-timers’ factional actwh:l?

~out into the open. But the full-
to mobilise new

‘timers helped
voters for the right wing.

Some of the CPSA right-

wingers want to bring in postal
ballotting. The Campaign for
‘Union Democracy opposes
both postal ballotting and the
present branch block-vote
system (which is defended by
the ‘Militant’ tendency).

- ‘“The answer’’,
Campaign for Union Democra-
¢y, ‘‘lies in individual voting

at branch meetings held in
work time. Meetings could be
held at different times and
places so that all members

could attend. It ensures the

maximum involvement as
every member knows .that his

or her vote counts equally to-
wards the result’’ o

. 'STEPHEN.CORBISHLEY
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Fred Halliday’s rec-
ently published Pen-
guin, ‘iran: Dictat-
orship and Develop-
ment’ [£1.50], docu-
ments the In’equality
and brutality of the
Shah’s regime. But,
argues Colin Foster,

its political analysis
is seriously wrong.

IRAN IS imperialism’s big
failure-point of the late 1970s
for much the same reasons as
it was a big success story In
the 1960s and early ’70s.

In 1962-4 — responding to
internal revolt and US press-
ure — the Shah pushed
through a land reform and
started energetic state spon-

soring of industrial capital-

ist development.

» The land reform ‘‘created
a new rural bourgeoisie and a
new proletariat’’. Millions

of workers flocked into the

cities.

paid out by peasants and by
the state to landowners;
some of this money was trad-
ed for shares in government-

owned factories, and another

chunk found its way into fin-
ancing urban property dev-
elopment and commercxal
enterprises.

Especially after oil reven-
ue increased sharply in 1973,

the state became a honey-

pot for the bourgeoisie. In
1975 ‘“a full 60% of all in-
dustrial investment was dir-
ectly by the state’’. The state
has also financed much of the
private investment, through

jits banks and credlt in-

- stitutions.
Very Rich

A minoﬁty of Iran’s popu-
lation became very rich, very
- fast. Alongside the sudden

rise in oil revenues — from

$1,000 million in 1970 to

$5,600 million in 1973, and

over $20,000 million in the
following years — a new in-
dustrial sector grew up,
oriented mainly to luxury
consumer-goods production.

Production of cars increas-
ed from 28,000 in 1969 to
68,000 in the
months of 1975; of television
sets, from 87,000 to 230,000;

and of refn gerators, from"

177,000 to 333 000.

Profit rates were high.
‘Halliday reports: ‘““‘A US
State Department official
responsible for Iran, whom I
interviewed in October 1976,
pointed out that US firms in

Iran worked on a ‘get it while

you can’ basis; they assumed

that an investment was only

worthwhile if they could get
their money back in four to
five years [i.e. get a profit
rate of 20 or 25%]. Many

Iranian businessmen oper-

ate at a higher rate, requir-
ing returns of 30% or over
from an investment”’

Oil boom

The biggest profits went -
to very few: in 1974, 45 fami-
lies controlled 85% of the
sizeable Dbusinesses. But
Iran’s profiteers did not
depend mainly on their own
productive * enterprise. Oil
revenues amounted to 38%
of the national income in
1978-79 — and, on the
whole, the people who be-
came rich from the Shah’s
oil boom were those who got
a cut of -those revenues,
through milking the state,
through trading, or through
corruption. US officials reck-
on on a 40% ‘‘waste factor”
for the Iranian economy.

‘The top 10%' of the popu-
lation was estimated in 1976
to account for 40% of con-

Around $470 million was

‘the army

first nine’

- conditions

-sumption. They were helped'

by ‘the fact that something
like 85% of taxes on business
were evaded. By thegnd of

1976, 20,000 Iranlans had

bought houses in or near
London... and there many of
them now cower, hoping that

profit-snatching days back
again.,

While the rich were buy-

ing their Mercedes and then'
London houses, a revolt was
brewing. The industrial
working class grew from
800,000 in 1956 to 2,500,000
in 1976. Although 72% of
those two and a half million
are still employed in small
workplaces- (with less than
10 workers), the number of
workers in modern industrial
enterprises has grown to

several hundred thousand.

Trip up

‘““The number of strikes
reported rose from a hand-
ful in 1971-3 to as many as
20 or 30 in 1975’ [though all
strikes were still illegal] —
and many of the strikes were
well-organised and success-
ful. The workers could see
that wealth was flooding into

the country; they could see .

that a real improvement in
was possible,
and was taking place for the
top 10%; yet ““for the work-
in populatlon as a whole,
33% received less than the
legal minimum’  wages,
whlle rents in Tehran rose
100% or 200% a year.

Other problems helped

trlp up the Shah’s boom. The

peasants who got land in the
1962-4 reform were given
little credit assistance by the
government. As a result they
often had to sell their land to

richer farmers — and pro-
duction stagnated. o
‘‘Agricultural production

has risen by, at most, ‘2.5
" to 3% per annum since the
early 1960s. This is below

the rate of increase in popu-

/lation (3% ) and far below the

demand for agricultural pro-

at 12.5%

or the National
Front can bring their golden

duce, which has been rising

per annum’’. By
1977 Iran was spendmg
10 to 15% of its oil revenues
on food imports.

Productivity in industry

" also remained low. ‘““In 1976

it took 45 hours to assemble a

GM Chevrolet in Iran, whilst

the same process could be
done in 25 hours in West
Germany... an estimate for

1972 discovered that Iranian-
manufactured goods were 25
to 33% more expensive than
world prices’’. Exports of
modern industrially manu-
factured goods from Iran are
negligible.

With the high duties on
imports — averaging 80%
— JIranian industry has still
had a safe home market,
though imports have soared:
from $400 million in 1958-9
to $18,450 million in 1975-6.
Iranian capltahsts have little
incentive td increase produc-
tivity - seriously. They can
make quick profits and then
invest elsewhere. Even be-
fore the political crisis led
to economic panic last year,
it was estimated that the
outflow of Iranian capitalist
funds was running at 15%
of the oil revenue each year.

Run short

On top of this: ‘‘the rela-
tionship between the state
and its [capitalist] ‘partners
is in many ways an uneasy
one, and this unease restricts
industrial growth. First of
all, private capitalists have
to spend a considerable
amount of time and energy
simply dealing with the state
machine — getting permiss-
jons, bribing, coping with

new and contradictory regu-

lations and so on. :Even in
the early 1970s, foreign firms
complained a good deal,
but when the Iranian state
began to run short of cash
in 1976-7 and default on
payments, the difficulties
got much worse. Some firms

pulled out of I.an alto-
gether”’ |
And, in a country where

"“:t,he state dominated the eco-

- nomy,

“‘the only kind of
planning in Iran is what the
Shah wants’’.

The biggest unproductive

~drain on the state was the
“armed forces — taking over

30% of the state budget
Iran’s army is roughly twice
the size of Britain’s — and

its sole purpose is to protect .

Iran’s grossly unequal soc-
iety, to maintain Iran as a
base for imperialism, and

to ‘police’ the surrounding

arca.

Elite corps

Iran is the US’s biggest
military customer, and the
sums involved are huge:
$4,200 million worth of pur-
chasés in 1977. In 1976 there
were 4,000 US military per-
sonnel in Iran, and the US

and Iran have been jointly

developing a $500 million
system (called ‘Ibex’) for
spying on the USSR.

~ Besides the army, there
are Iran’s police forces.
SAVAK is the most notori-
ous, but there are others.
““The Imperial Guard is a
unit of about 2,000 men,
all officers, stationed in
Tehran, guarding the Shah..
part of an elite corps of
70,000 men, including the
parachutists and counter-
1nsurgency rangers, deploy-
ed in and around the
capital...

‘“The Inspectorate is the
Shah’s personal instrument
for watching the armed forc-
es and ensuring that no con-
spiracies are hatched. The
Special Bureau has wider
powers: among other funct-

ions, it has responsibility for |

keepmg an eye on SAVAK.
““The uuperial lranian
Gendarmerie is, by contrast,
a highly visible para-military
force’’, specialised in rural

counter-insurgency.

For the Shah, for those
who have proﬁted from his
Sy S . Y Baea
ers, this huge and sinister
build-up was the only way to
maintain stability. But it
could only keep Iran stable

REVIEW

It took 20 weeks, not 20 years |

for so long. Now all the

underlying conflicts and

tensions have exoloded

Fred Halliday’s book sup-
plies these baslc facts. Bnt
beyond that it is, unfortun-
ately, unlikely to ‘be much

help to readers who want to

gain a political understand-
ing of the struggle in Iran.
Halliday’s book is avowed-
ly Marxist. Yet its analysis is
curiously wooden and static.
The Penguin blurb-writer
says that “Fred Halliday
proffers some surprising
conclusions’’... probably
because s/he found it difﬁ-
cult to see exactly what Halli-
day’s conclusions are.
On every question, Halli-

day steers a murky middle
way. Iran is dependent on

.imperialism but not as depen-

dent as some Marxists make

~out. Iran’s development has

been limited, but not as lim-
ited as some Marxists say.

The book is clumsily writt-

en. It is specially unfortun-
ate for a book which will
reach a large audience that
it contains a lot of neo-
Marxist phraseology dress-
ing up not-very-profound

‘empirical observations.

Crisis

The general drift is to-
wards an analysis which
flatly describes the trends in
Iran between 1962 and 1977
and extrapolates them into
the future. Snags and prob-
lems are mentioned, but
never tied together in a co-
herent theory of the limits of
Iranian capitalism. |

In a throwaway remark,
Halliday implies that im-
perialism today no longer re-
tards ‘Third World’ dev-
elopment. His analysis of
Iran is not put into the con-
text of the capitalist world
market and its crises; there is
not even any major discuss-
ion of the world oil industry.

~ Although Halliday’s pre-
face is dated September
1978, and the text is presum-
ably revised up to that date,

- regime to satisfy

page after page gives ﬁgur-

es for the Iranian economy in
the 1980s or 1990s based on

‘business as usual’ continu-
well unchanged.

ing pretty
The Penguin blurb-writer,
searching through the. book
to find what Halllda had to
say about the bamers facing
capitalism in Iran, ended up
highlighting the fact that“b
2000 Iran wrll no longer have
the oil to export’’.

On the working class, Hall-
iday has this to .say: ‘It
would be naive to under-
value the limits of the strike
movement [after ~ 1973]
which has a mainly economic
as opposed to political char-
acter. No workers’ move-
ment will be able to emerge
under conditions of severe
repression such as exist in
Iran. On the other hand the
material capacity of the
popular
demands will necessarily
shrink in the years ahead.
The opposition of the work-
ing class, fragmented as it
must be for a time, may well
add to the difficulties which
the state encounters’’ |

The concluding chapter,
which covers 1978’s events
up to the Jaleh Square mass-
acre of Se tember 8th,

does not revise this estimate.

Discussing ‘the possibility
of a socialist revolution,
Halliday writes, ‘“‘Such an
eventuality is conceivable {1],
and there appears to be a
possibility [!] that as crisis
and discontent grow in the
last. two decades of this

d  century [emphasis added]
Bl the regime will not be able

to buy loyalty and quiet
with its promises’’.
Instead of focusing on the

- chances of revolution in the

present crisis, Halliday re-
treats to vague speculation
about the llkehhood of the

‘regime running into some

sort of difficulties some time
in the next 20 years!

- True enough, the prob-
lems on the road to socialist
revolution in Iran are im-
mense. But they will be
bigger if any Iranian social-
1sts follow Halhday s advice.

Left unlty

Fred Halliday’s pohtlcs
are an addled version of the
ideas of his mentor Isaac
Deutscher. Deutscher was a

Trotskyist before World War
2. After the war he wrote a
great biography of Trotsky,

but concluded that Trotsky’s
struggle for the Fourth Int-
ernational had been wasted
effort. The future, he
thought, would belong not
to Trotskyism but to a ‘new
synthesis’ taking elements
from both Trotskyism and
Stalinism.

Deutscher died in Au ust

1967. If he had lived to see

the events of 1968 and the
following years, he might
very probably have moved
closer to Trotskyism again.
But Halliday contlnues the
attitude of bem ‘above the
struggle’ in a period when
the struggles are much more
mtense

He describes the USSR

and the Moscow-line Tudeh
party of Iran as ‘communist’
— without qualification,
though he bemoans the *‘fail-
ure of the international com-

munist movement to resolve

the question’’ of democracy.
He is at pains to stress that
the Tudeh Party, although
it has made mistakes, ‘‘re-
mains a constituent of the
left in Iran, and the only one
that has avoided the tempta-
tions of optimistic rhetoric’’
He advocates broad unlty
of all the Iranian left.

There will scarcely be a
place in that ‘broad unity’

for Iranian workers who want
‘to fight for revolution now
rather than waiting to ob-
'“serve the difficulties the‘

regime may f: face in 20 years

time.
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- money
land for the family) and return-

" ween them

“The mostbrutal
racism is that of

ASIAN women talking about
themselves, their lives, their
feelings, their past and future:
Amrit Wilson’s book in which
the most tradmona]ly silent

and submissive members of

our society speak out, is aptly
titled ‘Fmdmg a Voice’.

Many women gfll
this book are aware

of the contradictions of their

lives. On the one hand they are
forced by an ignorant and hos-
tile white population to uphold
and defend their trsdmonal
family su'uctures and on the
other th with
an entire new set of econom-
ic and social circumstances
which is in direct conflict
with that tradition. ¥

The main groups of Asians
Syinetils from " Bangiadeeh:

e om es

Sikhs fro
Hmdus from western India;
and Muslnns from Pakistan. In
the case of the Gujerat Hindus
many have been living in
Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi and
Uganda for tions, until
they were expelled in 1968-75.
They had to bring their entire
families to Britain at once.

For the other groups, im-
migration has been a longer
process. When Sikh men came
to Britain in the fifties it was

with the hope of making some
(usually to buy more

ing. Once here, the racism
they faced in employment
often forced them to start their
own small businesses as a
means of livelihood.

Having built up their busi-
nesses and gained an accom-
were re- -

F anying status the
uctant to leave and gradually
in the sixties more and more

- men started sending for their

wives.
After the 1965 ation

Act the practice of sending one

‘son at a time to Britain to work

for a short period became
extremely difficult. There was
no choice other than to settle
in Britain, and so the Muslim
Mirpuri and Bangladeshi
women came to join their
husbands and fathers.

Once here these women
were faced with almost total
isolation. Thew were deprived

" of the close relationship bet-
and the other |

women in their families, and

‘thrown into an often hostile

host community. The hold of
Izzat (defined in the book as a
mixture of family pride,
honour, self res and male
ego) was strengthened.

In fact the book largely
centres on the question of

1 Izzat and the contradictions it
- presents to the women who are

ainst their
outside the

now forced,
traditions, to wor

home.

- In her introduction Amrit
Wilson states: ‘‘Having in-
-directly - and inadvertently

| brought Asian women to Brit-

ain, the racism of the state and

‘the racism ,of British society
now de es the w1der posmon )

m Punjab; Gu]erat 4

{ CARLA JAMISON and

MARY GLEASQN
review ‘Finding a Voloe’
:%r As\‘l’nrlt Wllson [Virago

of Asian women in this country
— as the lowest paid and most
exploited workers or as the
wives and daughters of such
workers — an unstable and un-
acceptable situation full of
corniflict and contradictions.’’
In one chapter a woman
teacher describes how older
women in her husband’s
family insisted that she wear

the tradltlonal Salwar Kamiz

(trousers and long top), head-
scarf and bright make-up,
which she rubbed off as soon

- as she was at work.

However, worse than this is

the racism and low pay allotted -

to Asian women at work. In
some London and Bradford

. sweatshops Asian women were

considered ideal workers —
many had come from peasant
baekgrounds hadn’t had much
dealings with money, and had
been socialised into politeness,
modesty and deference.

Now, faced with the fact that
they often earn less than their
white counterparts and goaded
by racist insults, the ‘docile’
and easily exploited workforce

ﬁg'r adually becoming more

ant and angry.

'The example to them all was
Grunwicks. As Amrit Wilson
comments ‘‘Women in sweat-

shops are still talkm about
.Grunwicks. It’s a symbol of
what they can do’’. But her

interviews with some of the
Grunwick strike leaders, inc-
luding Kalaben Patel and
Jayaben Desai, show that their
rejection of traditional sub-
missiveness and passnnty did
not necessanly imply ‘west-
ernisation’.

Her section on i ation
is uncompromising: ‘‘In Brit-
ain’’ she writes ‘‘the most

brutal and wide ranging
racism which occurs day after
day is not the work of fascmt
mlnonty parties but of Her
Maj esty s Government. It is
the racism written into, and

demanded by, Britain’s Im-

migration laws. New black im-
tion has long ago been

stopped, but any black man or
woman who wants to bring
dependents over, or to be-

vrsited by relatives at home, is
now afrald of what these
people will have to suffer.’

@

Women face especial humil-

~ iations, abused and interrogat-

ed by immigration officials,

sometimes made to undergo
-virginity checks (if they are

coming as fiancées rather than
wives) and even now can be
excluded or detained if the
Immigration Officer is not
satisfied of their intentions.
Finding a Voice gives a rich
and valuable insight into the
lives and feelings of Asian
women in Britain, all the
better for being by them rather
than about them. It testifies to
their growing awareness of
their oppression, accentuated
by the conflict between the
traditional social structure and
the reality of living as low paid
victims of racism in a capitalist
Britain. For them, finding a
voice is the beginning of a
fightback on many fronts.

Ideal workers — v ui iiui for long |

- Wednesday 24 January

ON Tth January the Cambod-
ian government fell to a Viet-
namese invasion.

In Socialist Worker, Nliel
Harris commented
‘““The hopes of all (the) years of
liberation war have d‘xrsmteg-
rated’’. Why?  ‘“‘Despair
makes the
— and keeps the world safe for
the rich’’. And SW left the
matter there ... apart from a
prediction (alrea y refuted)
that the Vietnamese would not
advance beyond the Mekong

river.
This little plece of homespun

wisdom is in line with SW’s
coverage 3Y2 years aﬁo when
they greeted the revolutionary
victories in Indochina with no

poor kill each other

criticism (and little interest). It

follows- from SW’s theory of
‘state capitalism’ as the in-
oev1table outcome of‘- revolut-
ions like those in Vietnam. All

one can do is greet whatever

victories there are ... and
shrug one’s shoulders when
setbacks follow.
Socialist Challenge made
more effort to produce a
political analysis. Tariq Ali’s
article came down quite
firmly on the Viethamese

side, apgl arently on the basis of

iberalism: ‘‘Socialist

Challen e has maintained that

the central dllemma of tho

st-revolutio gimes in
dochina was the estabhsh-
ment of organs of wer which

- institutionalised their legitim-

acy.
‘“This involves the estab-

Car-
workers’ conference: the crisis
in the car industry. Called by
the Camp for Democracy
in the La ur Movement.
11am to Spm, at Dlgbeth Hall,

Birmingham.

Monday 22 January.
Union day of action: End Low
Pay! Assemble 11.30am at
Speakers’ Corner.

Thursday 25 January. Times
workers’ march and rally.
,Assemble 11.30am at Arundel
St, just off Temple Place,
London WC2.

Sunday 28 January. Bloody
Sunday - Commemoration de-
monstratlon called by Provis-
ional Sinn Fein. Assemble
2.30pm at Speakers’ Corner.

Saturday 3 February. Demons-
trate in solidarity with the
Iranian workers. lpm from

Trafalgar Square (provisional

arrangements). Called by Feb-| -

ruary 3rd Committee; support-
ed by CP, SWP, IMG, Workers
Actlon Blg Flame and NUS.

ary. Lobby
Labour’s NEC to demand that
the Party, not the Govern-
ment, decide on the Mani-
festo. From 8.45am at Trans-
port House, Smith

- Square.
Organised by the

Socialist

Campaign for a Labour Victory |

JLETTERS

Trade |

DIARY

‘Saturday 20 ‘January.

|

- Ali’'s argum

EVENTS

~inch — payme

LEFT PRESS

Institutionali ising
whose leg'ltlmacy ‘7

lishment of democratic rights,

elections, a plurality of parties,

access to a press, freedom of
hqlon no cultural restrmnts

Tanq Ali noted that the new
Cambodian regime  will
probably be less tﬁnmnmal
than Pol Pot’'s, though ‘‘these
rights do not exist in Vietnam
(and) it would be utopian to
expect the Vietnamese or their
supporters to institute them in
Cambodia.””

A Marxist case for

the Vietnamese side could be .

‘made on the basis that their
simply

intervention was
assistance to a progressive
movement of the Cambodian

Eeople, or on the basis that

bodia risked becoming a
base for counter-revolutionary
aggression against the new

Vietnamese state. No ade-

quate evidence exists for

either’ of these ar ents, or

to prove that the Cambodians
il not now suffer national

t‘mpression at the hands of the
ietnamese.

The problem with Tariq

Marxists democratic rights are
not a checklist on the basis of
which to give good or bad
marks to whatever govern-
ments history may bring
along. lThey are tools of class
e

In the backward economies
of Indochina, after years of
war, even the best workers

Small ads are free for labour
movement events. Paid ads
(including ads for publications)
8p per word, £56 per column
nt in advance.
Send copy to Events, Box
1960, Rising Free, 182 Uppe
St, London N1, to arrive b
Fnday for inclusion in-the foll-
owing week’s paper.

Saturday 20 January. National
Union of Teachers women'’s
conference. 10.30 to 5 at Con-
way Hall, Red Lion Sq, London

é Conference fee £1.
Afterwards: disco from 8pm
-at Stephenson Room, Euston
Station.

Saturday 10 February. Trade
Union and Labour conference
on the Times, in London. De-
ta%s John Mltchell 01-928
1481.

Saturday 10 March. Liaison
Committee for the Defence of

Trade Unions conference, at
Friends House, Euston Rd,

lLondon Credentials for TU
delegates £1 from J.Hiles, 137 |

Wanstead Park Rd, Ilford,

Essex.

Published by Workers’ Action,
Box 1960, Rising Free, 182
per St, London N1, and
nnted by Anvil Press [TU]
ﬁeglstered as a newspaper at

the GPO.

ent is that for

state would probably have to

resort to , dictatorial
methods. ”Fﬁrﬂhproblem in

- Vietnam is that the dictatorial

litical power is not in the

ds of the workers, but in

the hands of a bureaucrscy
ruling the deformed workers’

| Tan Al out oorrectly
that the £1l.mst

building socialism in one
country is at the root of the
matter. It remains to say that
theories beoonme ﬁhmsth mould-
ing hrstory only when et
a real social base, and ﬁ 51
social base for ‘socialism in
one country’ is the bureau-
cracy.

The conclusion which Sodal
ist Challenge evades is the
need to build revolutionary

workers’ parties in Indochina | |

to overthrow the bureaucracies
— indeed, Tari
central issues, while including
all the usual bour eois democ-
ratic rlghts omits the issue of
workers democracy or work-
ers’ councils.

It may be that workers
councils are what he means y
the phrase ‘organs of power’.
But then the workers’ councils
are given the role of ‘‘institut-
ionalising the legitimacy’’ of
thee regimes!

The combination of their old
enthusiasm for the Vietnamese

regime and their new enthus- |
iasm for Eurocommunist-type

democracy-fetishism is creat-
some
columns of !

Paper of the Socialist

‘Campaign for a Labour
Victory

Second issue out now!

-Single copies 15p plus 7p
postage, bundles of 10 for
£1 post free, from SCLV,
Box 127, Rising Free, 182
Upper St, London N1.

REMEMBER
BLOODY SUNDAY

Commemoration of
‘the victims of the

British Army mass-
acre in Derry, 1972

‘Demonstrate, Sun-
day 28 January:
1.30 from Speakers
Corner, Hyde Park

theory of | -

Ali’s list of | -

resultsmthe- .

q Dear Workers’ Action,

' INAC’s lost opportumtles

I was surprised that your re-
port on the National Abortlon
Campaign trade union confer-
ence failed to mention the op-
portunities which were lost on
that occasion.

The Conference was orgam-
sed in such a way that it was
very difficult to mfluence eith-
er its organisation or conclus-
ions through local. NAC groups
or trade union branches. Reso-

lutions were not called for, so

there was no real opportumty
for delegates to participate in
discussion about what we

[ mean by a woman’s right to
choose and how we achieve

this.
There was confusion about

" how workshops could be used

for this purpose, and a cynic-

ism on the part of the NAC

Steering Committee towards
those groups who did try to
influence the course of events.

"The action _proposals did
nothing to reorientate NAC in-

* to a properly coordinated body

with roots in the working class.
If NAC continues on the de-
fensive it will have no base to
properly stave off further att-

acks. What is more, we do not
"have a woman's  right to

choose, as i8 clear from your
report on Leioester 8 sltua

tion, and we should be work-
ing to embarrass the Labour
government into legislating
on this.

The conference should also
have beénh used to establish
NAC caucuses in the trade un-

ions which could do ongoing

work. Its failure to do so at a
time when we have no national

worlung-class women’s move-

ment indicates a lack of ser-

" ijousness and understandm on

the part of the organisers [and

- those who didn't try to influ-
ence it} as to how we really will

achieve abortion on demand.
R CHRIS GOODWIN

Leloester _—
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bosses are

crumbling |
already |

by
* SIMON TEMPLE

THE LORRY drivers’ strike
is now official in most areas,

and is really starting to bite.

Nearly all the major ports

are at a standstill. Leyland
car production has - nearly

. stopped because of compon-

ent shortages. ICI is grinding
to a halt, and many other

firms are closing down.

The dispute started be-

_tween the Transport and

General Workers’ Union and
the employers of the Road

Haulage Association, but it -

has now spread a lot further.
Many firms that do not be’
long to the RHA have been
stopped, and British Road

Services drivers in London,
- Birmingham and Leeds have

struck. They will soon be

followed by other areas.

The drivers’ common
cause is to end the industry’s
traditional burden of low

_basic wages and long hours.

Under the present agree-
ment with the RHA, lorry
drivers get a basic of £53 for
40 hours, and have to work
the longest hours of any in-
dustry in Britain in order to
make up their pay packets
with overtime money. The

TGWU is demanding £65

basic for a 35 hour week,
plus fringe benefits. |

The bosses’ offer so far
is £60 basic, nothing on
hours, and nothing on the
major fringe benefits.

At Dartford a parcels
depot has come out although
they work to quite different
agreements. Even the gener-
ally conservative United
Road  Transport Union
(URTU) has been forced to
call its 35,000 members out

on official strike.
Despite brave statements

from the Road Haulage As-
sociation, the employers are
beginning to crumble. Re-
ports from all over the coun-
try show some firms settling
and indicate that the bosses
mostly haven’t got the stom-

E‘ —aasy
4
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'_ According. to the magaz-
ine Motor Trader, it costs

- over £50 a day to keep a
32-ton artic. standing. Not]

many (ransport firms can
afford to keep their fleets
idleifor long.

In fact, the biggest danger

facing the strike is the atti-

tude of the TGWU’s own
paid officials. The rapid

spread of unofficial action |
throughout E

ngland caught
them completely by surprise,

and they are desperately]

trying to regain control of
the situation.

I anything, fley are even

more scared tlpn the bosses.
They are already trying to
restrict the picketing and
allow scab firms outside the

"RHA to operate. They are

likely to come to a sell-out
agreement with the employ-
ers, and then try to use it to
split the strike and get us
back to work. |

The only way to stop such
a move is to make sure that
local strike committees con-
tinue to run the struggle and
to strengthen the links be-
tween the various commit.-

tees. Some national links

already exist, especially
through the container haul-
age industry, and they must
be extended. .

For the moment the Gov-
ernment has more faith in
the TGWU . leadership’s
ability to control the strike

* ‘than it has in its own ability

to use troops to break it.

‘That can quickly change. If

the army is used, every driv-
er in the country should come
out, and every vehicle and

* all goods moved by the
troops must be blacked
‘permanently.

The other danger is that
workers laid off as a result
of the strike will be turned
against the drivers. Lorry
drivers’ branches and strike
committees ghould commit
themselves publicly to sup-
porting stru
lay-off pay, so that it will be
the bosses, not the workers,

who pay the penalty.
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‘es have been out in defiance

‘two weeks. Last. Sunday the

|faced with a line of police,
locked doors, and the news |

MIDLANDS
STRIKERS
LOCKED OUT

OFFICE

THE WEST Midlands is the
one important area where the
haulage strike is still un-
official. But the Birmingham
and Wolverhampton branch-

of union advice for the last

West Bromwich branch narr-
owly voted to join in too.

Regional officials have so
far refused to ask Head Oft-
ice to make the strike official.
They claim that an adequate
offer has already been made.
In fact it is a total sell-out.

The officials had agreed
that there would be no strike
and no wage increase until
the - rest of the country
settles. The highest RHA
regional rate which results is
then to be matched in the
West Midlands. |

A recall conference of
Midlands drivers’. delegates
on Monday 15th rejected this
scabby deal, and ordered a
further meeting with the em-
ployers to demand a cash
offer. At the same time mili-
tants occupied = Transport
House in  Birmingham,
demanding official recogni-
tion for the strike and access
to the Commercial Transport
Office for use as strike head-
quarters.

So far the strike committee
have been forced to use an
office at the strike-bound
Brain Haulage Yard.

-~ Meanwhile district officer
Alan Law has locked up his
office and vanished, after
failing to sabotage the strike.

A mass lobby of the
union’s regional committee
was planned for Tuesday
16th to demand Law’s re-
placement and official back-
ing for the strike. But when

regional office, they were

that the meeting had been
postponed ‘because of the

-

11,000 strikers arrived at the| |

rail strike’.

J

"CARS CONFERE
| WIDER LIN

THIS .SATURDAY, 20th,

ggles for 100%

militant carworkers from
all the big firms — Ford,
BL, Vauxhall, Chrysler —
will be meeting in Birm-
ingham at a conference on
the crisis in the car in-
dustry, called by the Cam-
paign for Democracy in

" the Labour Movement.

JIM DENHAM reports.

THROUGHOUT THE motor
industry, workers and their
organisations are under
attack. Wage levels have
declined, manning levels
have been slashed, and track
speeds have been raised as

the bosses fight it out for

pre-eminence — or for sur-
vival — on the international
car market.

Meanwhile the union
leaderships in the industry
have gone along with almost
all the bosses’ arguments
about ‘viability’, ‘rationalisa-
tion’, and ‘continuous pro-

I duction’. In British Leyland

and Chrysler, participation
schemes . enthusiastically

supported by convenors and
senior stewards have sapped

the fighting strength ot shop-

floor organisation. |
In the face of all this, the

need for a rank and file orga-

‘nisation basing itself on the
‘interests of the workers,

rejecting all considerations

| of capitalist ‘viability’, and
fighting for the removal of

[ Necessary picketing

Thel

THE PRESS, the employ-
ors, and the Government
have found an angle to
attack the road haulage
strike. | |
The last week has seen

innumerable attacks on

secondary picketing and
demands for it to be banned
by law, a move which
Labour ministers are said to
be ‘considering’.

They have certainly chos-
en the right issue. Second-
ary picketing is the life-

‘blood of the strike. In most_

transport strikes, there is
not much point in picketing
the depots themselves un-
less there is a threat of
some drivers 4
Picketing is needed at the
factories, warehouses, and
docks from which the firm
normally gets its loads.
That is the only way to stop
scabs or unsuspecting un-
ion members being brought
in to do the strikers’ work.
The strike-Breaking can
be organised in two ways:
gither the firm whose goods
are not. being moved calls
in another contractor or the
transport firm itself may
sub-contract the work,
taking a 10% commission.
In the present national
strike, the picketing is ev-

the spineless officials and
convenors, is  painfully
obvious.
- Some progress towards
building such a movement
should be made at the car-
workers’ conference called
this weekend (20th January)
by the Campaign for Demo-
cracy in the Labour Move-
ment (CDLM). |
The CDLM’s previous cars
conference adopted a gener-
ally good programme,

~ including:

Automatic cost of living
protection clauses in wage

agreements

Full support to any
section fighting wage
controls

Opposition to partici-
pation schemes |
Defence of ‘mutuality’
agreements

100% lay-off pay

Direct control of ne-
gotiations by mass meetings
Combine committees
directly answerable to the

sh%) floor

| Nationalisation of the
cars and car components

industry.

'he CDLM, however, has
a very limited influence in

the car industry, and almost -

none outside British Leyland.

Links between the CDLM

and the Ford Workers’
Group — which played a
major role in the Ford strike
— must urgently be set up.

- There are two key weak-

being

scabbing..

en more important. It is
the only way to check that
the company fleets are not
diverted to do the
strikers’ work. It has also
been important in spread-
ing the strike from area to
area. Drivers who have att-
empted to scab know that
they will be found out and
if they don't turn back
they will be blacked. ‘

But the TGWU officials
are trying to undermine
the effectiveness of the
picketing. @ They  have
agreed with the Govern-
ment on a list of essential
supplies and are telling
pickets to let them through.

Some, like medical sup-
plies, genuinely are urgent,
and were being let through
anyway. Others, like sup-

plies of newsprint to the

bosses’ press, are not so
vital.

. Howaever, the bureau-

crats are finding out that

issuing orders and getting

them obeyed are two differ-

ent things. |

in Manchester, - pickets
are refusing  to
block on the movement of
food, while in Hull the driv-
ers stopped picketing the

factories and moved to the
. main roads leading into the

NCE
KS NEE

nesses in the CDLM’s poli-
tical approach in the car
industry. The first is its
failure (indeed, refusal)
to look towards building

international links. At the

last CDLM cars conference,
Workers' Action supporters
proposed that contacts be

established with overseas

carworkers with the long-
term aim of establishing an
international carworkers’
cammittee. ‘The conference
organisers rejected this as
‘pretentious’ and ensured
its defeat in the voting.

After the Peugeot-Chrys-

ler deal and the experience

of the Ford strike, it should
now be obvious that inter-
national links are the only

“practical way of developing

an effective working-class
strategy in face of the inter-
national manoeuvres of the
car giants.

" The second problem is

the CDLM’s obsession with
plant bargaining. The last
conference adopted the
slogan, ‘‘No to corporate
bargaining’’. This may have
made some sense in thé con-
text of the fight then taking
place in Leyland against the
employers’ plan to replace

plant negotiations with re-

mote and ,‘pureaucratic nat-
ional negotiations... but the
demand makes no sense

-~ when applied to the other

motor companies, where

national negotiations have

lift the

' The life-blood |
| of the strike

town, where they have
turned back most lorries.
The situation is similar

"in other areas. The defence

of effective picketing I8
important, not just for lorry

-drivers, but for all workers.

The 1972 and 1974
miners’ strikes, which won
by going to the power
stations; the dockers’
fight for the extension of
the National Dock Labour
Scheme by blockading
scab ports; factory workers’
pickets on scab suppliers

~ and sub-contractors;

the bakers’ pickets on the
flour mills — all these
would be threatened by
the anti-picket measures

.now urged by the Tories.

Any limitation on. qthq
right to picket [there are
plenty already] is an attack

on workers’ rights to act |-

in defence of their jobs and
living standards. if the
bosses get away with this
attack, they

home their advantage by
further measures.

- The whole working class
needs to fight any legal
restrictions on the right to
picket. | |

long been a fact of life, and
the struggle is to democrat-
ise these negotiations, not
return to plant bargaining.
Even in BL, plant batgain-

_ing ended last November,

and it would now be a futile
diversion to waste energy
trying to resurrect it. The

fight in BL must now be fora |
combine committee under

the direct control of the rank
and file throughout the .
plants to draw up national

claims and coordinate nation-.

al strike action to achieve

them. |
"The isolated Drews Lane

‘strike last November, where
workers in other BL plants

had, in effect, to wait. for

" Drews Lane to return before

it would have been possible
to get any action elsewhere,

* shows the limits of the plant |

by plant approach.

If the CDLM can over-
come these two blind-spots,
and make a serious effort
to establish cooperation with
other unofficial _groupings,
it could play an important
role in building a genuine

rank and file movement

in cars. .The Ford strike,
and even the recent ballot"
in BL (where 20,000 workers
abstained, and another 25%
voted against the ‘5% plus
parity, with strings’” deal

‘backed by the bosses and un-
ion leaders) show that the |
‘raw material’ for such a |

movement exists.

won't be,
- satisfied. They will look for

the opportunity t9 press
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